


“(We’ve moved) from a time
when our forces faced crit-
ical equipment shortages to
an era of self-reliance today
— this is a journey that every
Indian can be proud of,”
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Wednesday,
hailing the growth in the de-
fence sector.

The PM, who directed De-
fence Minister and other
cabinet colleagues to spend
Diwali with troops, said this
in a LinkedIn post, headlined
“India’s Defence Revolution
Takes Flight!” 

“Yesterday was a water-
shed moment in India’s de-
fence and aerospace journey
as we inaugurated the C-295
aircraft manufacturing com-
plex in Vadodara, alongside
my friend Mr Pedro Sanc-
hez,” Modi stated. 

“The speed of execution is
breathtaking — from found-
ation stone to operational fa-
cility in just two years! This
is a clear manifestation of a
new work culture and the
capabilities of the people of
India,” he pointed out.

SOARING PRODUCTION 

He said the defence produc-
tion has soared to ₹1.27 lakh
crore (2023-24), exports
have skyrocketed from
₹1,000 crore in 2014 to
₹21,000 crore 2024 and over
12,300 items have been indi-
genised in just 3 years.

The Prime Minister also
stated that over ₹7,500 crore
have been invested in do-
mestic vendors by DPSUs,
and 25 per cent of defence
R&D budget is being dedic-
ated to industry-led
innovation.

Pointing out at the manu-
facturing success, Modi said,
“indigenous warships are
patrolling our waters, Made-
in-India missiles are
strengthening our de-

terrence and domestically
produced bulletproof jackets
protecting our soldiers”.

India, as per Modi, is be-
coming Aatmanirbhar in de-
fence and is also working to
be a top-of-the line defence
equipment manufacturer.
He also emphasised on in-
novation initiatives and
stated that iDEX (Innova-
tions for Defence Excel-
lence) is powering an entire
start-up eco-system.

The MSMEs are becoming
integral to the defence sup-
ply chain and industry-aca-
demia partnerships are fos-
tering R&D in the sector, he
wrote. 

Thanks to the strengths
and skills of our Yuva Shakti
and the e�orts of the govern-
ment, we are seeing the fol-
lowing impacts: Reduced im-
port dependency, job
creation across defence
manufacturing, skill devel-
opment for our youth and
MSMEs getting a boost in
the defence sector, he
stressed.

CALL FOR YOUTH

Reaching out to the nation,
the PM said, “To our youth,
start-ups, manufacturers,
and innovators - India’s de-
fence sector is calling! This is
your moment to be part of
history. India needs your ex-
pertise and enthusiasm.”

“Together, let’s build a
stronger, self-reliant
Bharat!” he urged.
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Every Indian should 
be proud of our defence
growth journey, says Modi
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Following the end of the
monsoon season, including
clocking the lowest imports
in 2024 so far during August,
India’s thermal coal ship-
ments have rebounded, al-
beit marginally, during
September. 

However, seaborne
thermal coal imports by the
world’s third largest energy
consumer are expected to
rise further in the current
month and the ongoing
quarter as demand picks up.

According to energy intel-
ligence firm Kpler, India’s
seaborne thermal coal im-
ports rose by almost 5 per
cent on a monthly basis last
month to 12.65 million
tonnes (mt). The shipments
declined by around 9 per
cent on an annual basis. 

“Following a seasonal low
of 12.08 mt in August, im-
ports experienced a modest
rebound to 12.65 mt in
September, down by 1.17 mt
y-o-y. The end of monsoon
season typically correlates
with lower hydro and wind
power output, increasing the
country’s reliance on coal-
fired generation. This was
likely the driving factor be-

hind the extension of the im-
port directive to power
plants in mid-October,”
Kpler’s Lead Major Dry Bulks
Analyst Alexis Ellender told
businessline.

ENERGY DEMAND UP

Going ahead, he projected
that India’s seaborne
thermal coal imports are
poised to rise further in Oc-

tober as demand picks up fol-
lowing the end of the mon-
soon season.

POSITIVE OUTLOOK

“The outlook for thermal
coal imports has been boos-
ted by Indian miners strug-
gling to achieve significant
growth in domestic coal pro-
duction. At 68.96 mt,
September output was up by
only 2.51 per cent y-o-y. This
followed a 7.51 per cent an-
nual decline in August,” El-
lender explained.

India’s cumulative coal
production rose by 2.51 per
cent y-o-y to 68.96 mt during
September 2024. Captives/
Others also registered a pos-
itive growth of 30.61 per cent
y-o-y producing 14.26 mt
coal.

Despatch of the dry fuel
increased by 5.32 per cent to
73.99 mt in September 2024.
Captives/ Others too re-

gistered a positive growth of
46.72 per cent on an annual
basis by despatching 14.91
mt.

Compared to August
2024, pan-India coal produc-
tion rose by 10.04 per cent,
while despatch was higher by
5.11 per cent. Historically,
monsoon months of June-
September result in subdued
mining and transportation
activities as rains hinders
mobility. Wide spread and
heavy to very heavy rains
across eastern India im-
pacted mining and mobility
this year.

“Higher-than-usual rain-
fall is expected to weigh on
coal production in the first
half of October. However, we
do not expect thermal coal
imports to reach the heights
of the Q4 2023 as stockpiles
at power plants are around
two thirds higher y-o-y,” El-
lender said.

Coal imports see modest rebound
in September, poised to rise further
DEMAND-LED GROWTH. Seaborne thermal coal imports rose by 5% on a monthly basis to 12.65 million tonnes 
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Indian Railways, Swiss
counterpart ink MoU 

New Delhi:Indian Railways has
renewed its MoU with Swiss
Railways to enhance technical
cooperation between the two
countries. The MoU will cover
areas such as track
maintenance, tech
collaboration and
infrastructure modernisation
of the Railways. OUR BUREAU

QUICKLY.

Yatharth Hospitals to
expand footprint in Delhi

New Delhi:Yatharth Hospitals,
which operate hospitals in
Delhi – NCR region, has
announced acquisition of a
super-speciality hospital in
Delhi for a cost of
approximately ₹160 crore.
The acquisition will add 300
beds to Yatharth’s existing tally.
OUR BUREAU

Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment is working towards tak-
ing the State Gross Domestic
Product (GSDP) to $2.4 tril-
lion as part of the Vision
2047, said Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu.

Discussing the main com-
ponents of the Vision 2047
with a team of NITI Aayog
o�cials, led by its CEO BVR
Subrahmanyam in Amara-
vati on Wednesday, Naidu
said the target was reachable
as the vision was to achieve
15 per cent growth in the
economy per annum.

VISION DOCUMENT

With balanced regional
growth as one of its object-
ives, the vision document
has been prepared to take the
development activity down
to the district/constituency
level, the Chief Minister said.

The Vision 2027 would
comprise diverse growth en-
gines such as demographic
development, social and eco-
nomic growth, creation of
social and physical infra-
structure, ease living with
eradication of poverty, data
centres and artificial intelli-
gence, among others, he
added.
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Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu

AP’s economy should touch
$2.4 trillion by 2047: CM Naidu

Indian and Chinese troops
will exchange sweets on Di-
wali after a long time, fol-
lowing the completion of
disengagement process at
friction points of Depsang
plains and Demchok. Both
sides have returned to their
April 2020 position along
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Eastern Ladakh to
end the four-year-long Gal-
wan stand o�.

Local commanders of the
rank of Brigadier and lower
from the Indian Army and
Chinese PLA met at a border
personal meeting point
along the LAC on Wednes-
day to workout the modalit-

ies for mutually agreed
patrolling, which is expected
to start by the end of this
month, according to Army
sources.

These events are unfold-
ing as per the mutually
agreed upon schedule dur-
ing the agreements signed at
diplomatic and military
levels.

HEALTHY PROGRESS

Verification of disengage-
ment of troops and make-
shift infrastructure, such as
tents and tin-sheds, to the
April 2020 position is going
on, said Army sources. 

Mapping of the patrolling
grid, including the fre-
quency and strength of
armed troops, will be mutu-
ally documented to avoid a

repeat of April 2020 incident
in Galwan valley that left 20
Indian soldiers dead, said
Army sources.

The sources added that
patrolling will commence
soon.

Speaking to journalists in
Kolkotta, Chinese Ambas-
sador to India Xu Feihong
said the two countries had
reached “many important
understandings”.

“There was a very import-
ant meeting between Pres-
ident Xi Jinping and PM
Narendra Modi (on the side-
lines of the BRICS summit
in Russia last week). Now
that the two leaders have
reached important under-
standings, these (under-
standings) will be the
guidelines for the further

development of relations
between our two countries. I
hope that, under the guid-
ance of this consensus, our
relations will be moving for-
ward smoothly in the future
and they will not be restric-
ted or interrupted by dis-

agreements between our
two sides,” Xu Feihong said.

“The meeting of the two
leaders has set a very good
example for us on how to
handle these di�erences,”
the Chinese ambassador
added.

BIG BREAKTHOUGH

On October 21, India had
announced a breakthrough
in border talks leading to the
resumption of suspended
patrolling at Depsang plains
and Demchok and the return
of troops to the April 2020
position. A day later, China
also confirmed the disen-
gagement agreements.
However, negotiations are
on to include other border
friction issues, from Ar-
unachal Pradesh to Jammu

and Kashmir, including the
settlement of bu�er zones
and no patrolling zones cre-
ated after the mutually-
agreed disengagements at
previous five patrolling
points, such as in Hot
Springs, Gogra Post, Galwan
Valley and Pangon Tso.

The US State Department
welcomed the ‘reduction in
tensions’ along the India-
China border owing to
breakthrough to end the
stand-o� in Eastern Ladakh.
“We understand that both
countries have taken initial
steps to withdraw troops
from the friction points
along the LAC. We welcome
any reduction in tensions
along the border,” US State
Department spokesperson
Matthew Miller said.

Dalip Singh
New Delhi

Xu Feihong, China’s Ambass-
ador to India, at an event in
Kolkata on Wednesday

India, China complete troop disengagement at Depsang & Demchok 

A petition filed by Tamil Nadu
Green Energy Corporation
Ltd (TNGECL) to restrict the
use of solar power during night
hours, if approved, could dis-
courage future investments in
solar power projects in the
State, according to industry
representatives. 

While limiting solar power
usage at night may deter in-
vestors from pursuing new
projects, industry experts have
also contested TNGECL’s
claims of financial losses, at-
tributing the losses to other
causes. TNGECL submitted
its petition to the Tamil Nadu
Electricity Regulatory Com-
mission (TNERC), citing fin-
ancial strain and requesting
changes to energy slot timings
and the provision to allow
solar energy generation to be

adjusted against consumption
during peak hours.

However, K Venkatach-
alam, Advisor to the Tamil
Nadu Spinning Mills’ Associ-
ation, rejected this reasoning,
stating, “Allowing solar power
adjustment at night does not
cause losses, as the ‘peak hour
charges’ collected from indus-
trial consumers, based on the
Commission’s Tari� Orders,
covers any shortfall.” 

He explained that the real
reason behind TANGEDCO’s
losses stems from unmetered
power supply which prevents
the PSU from accurately track-
ing the amount of “free
power” supplied, hindering its
ability to collect the appropri-
ate subsidies from the State. 

This is in violation of Sec-
tion 55 of the Electricity Act
2003. An industry representat-
ive argued that TNGECL lacks
the legal authority to seek
these changes. 

G Balachandar
Chennai

TN Green Energy Corp’s plea
to restrict night solar usage
faces industry backlash

AM Green said on Wednes-
day that it has inked a stra-
tegic partnership with John
Cockerill for a 1.3 gigawatt
(GW) advanced pressurized
alkaline electrolysers loc-
ated in an existing plant in
Kakinada (Andhra
Pradesh).

By August 2024, AM
Green made the final invest-
ment decision (FID) for its
first one-million-tonne
green ammonia project,
which the company claims
is India’s largest electro-
lyser order.

The plant is scheduled to
start production in the
second half of 2026. It in-
cludes 1.3 GW of electrolys-
ers to be supplied in two
phases of 640 megawatt
(MW) for the production of
green hydrogen and its sub-
sequent conversion into

green ammonia.
“This major order will ex-

pedite the delivery of the
first phase of and is part of
the strategic partnership
agreement between AM
Green and John Cockerill to
work on projects that will
foster creation of a green
hydrogen ecosystem in the
Indian subcontinent,” AM
Green said.

AMBITIOUS PLANS

As part of this pact, John
Cockerill and AM Green are
also developing India’s
largest electrolyser manu-
facturing plant (2 GW per
year) in Kakinada, thus con-
tributing to green hydrogen
production target under the
National Green Hydrogen
Mission. This plant will sup-
ply the 2nd phase of 640MW
of electrolysers to AM
Green Kakinada project, it
added.

AM Green’s production
of green ammonia across

multiple locations in India
will accelerate its goal to
reach 5 million tonnes per
annum (mtpa) of green am-
monia capacity by 2030,
supporting its e�orts to
achieve net zero targets
both in India and OECD
markets. 

This output will be equi-
valent to approximately 1
mtpa of green hydrogen, ac-
counting for one-fifth of In-
dia’s target for green hydro-
gen production under the
National Green Hydrogen
Mission and 10 per cent of
Europe’s target for green
hydrogen imports. The Kak-
inada facility has been certi-
fied by CertifHy as compli-
ant with EU RFNBO
requirements for green am-
monia, including addition-
ality and renewable energy
timeliness.

AM Green has already ex-
ecuted o�-take agreements
for this project with major
players for intended end use

in a range of green hydrogen
applications. Anil Chala-
malasetty, Group Chairman
of AM Green, said, “This
collaboration will position
the country as a leading ex-
port hub for lowest cost
green molecules that adhere
to the highest standards, in-
cluding EU RFNBO norms. 

“With this collaboration,
we are not just advancing
India’s green hydrogen
goals, but also decarbon-
ising industries globally like
refining, shipping, fertil-
izers, power generation,
and chemicals.’’

John Cockerill CEO
François Michel said, “This
order is a major step in the
development of our hydro-
gen business. Our advanced
electrolysis technology,
combined with renewable
energy solutions, will play a
key role in the mass adop-
tion of green hydrogen and
green derivatives in the re-
gion and beyond.”

Our Bureau
New Delhi

John Cockerill bags order from AM Green to
set up India’s largest electrolyser at Kakinada 

The Deendayal Port Author-
ity (DPA) has alloted 3,400
acres of land to four corpor-
ate houses for setting up of
5.5 million tonnes per annum
(mtpa) of green hydrogen
producing units near Kandla
port in Gujarat.

“This port is one of the
three ports that have been de-
clared as a green hydrogen
hub under the National
Green Hydrogen Mission. We
have allotted land to four
players including Reliance
Green Hydrogen and Green
Chemicals Ltd, Larsen & Tou-
bro Green Energy Tech Ltd,
Welspun New Energy Ltd and
AM Green Hydrogen Ltd.
These companies are expec-
ted to set up around 5.5 mtpa
capacity for producing green
ammonia by 2030-31,” Sushil
Kumar Singh, Chairman of
Deendayal Port Authority —

that manages and operates
Kandla port — told
businessline.

While L&T has been al-
loted 1,900 acres, Reliance re-
ceived 900 acres, AM Green
450 acres and Welspun 150
acres. “Green hydrogen and
its derivatives like methanol
and green ammonia will be
exported and will also be used
as an alternate fuel bunkers
for vessels that will come up
in future.” Apart from
Kandla, Tuticorin and

Paradip are the other two
ports which have been identi-
fied by the Centre to be de-
veloped as hydrogen hubs.

The Kandla port is also set-
ting up 300 million litres per
day (mld) of desalination

plant that will address the wa-
ter requirements for the pro-
posed green hydrogen units
at Kandla. “The port has
already floated an Expression
of Interest (EoI) for 300 mld
of desalination plant,” the
DPA Chairman said. The
power required for these
green hydrogen projects will
be 9 GWs. 

HYDROGEN BUSES 

Earlier this week, the DPA has
also signed an MoU with
NTPC for setting up a hydro-
gen plant at Kandla. “This hy-
drogen will be used for run-
ning 11 hydrogen-powered
buses at Kandla. These buses
are expected to start running
by August 2025,” Singh said.

Avinash Nair 
Ahmedabad

GREEN AMBITIONS. Kandla port aims to host 5.5 mtpa
of green hydrogen producing units by 2030-31

Deendayal Port allocates 3,400 acres for 
setting up green hydrogen projects in Kandla

The supply of free cooking
gas cylinder scheme, which is
part of the super six promises
of the ruling NDA Govern-
ment in Andhra Pradesh, will
come into force from
November 1 as the State gov-
ernment has released the ne-
cessary funds for the
Deepam-2 scheme. 

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu formally
handed over the subsidy
amount to the representat-
ives of Bharat Petroleum,
Hindustan Petroleum and
Indian Oil Corporation at the
first block in the State Secret-
ariat for the implementation
of the scheme.

ELECTION PROMISE

In line with its election mani-
festo of the NDA Alliance, the
State Cabinet at its recent

meeting approved the total
expenditure of ₹2,684 crore
per annum for the supply of
these free cylinders per year.

The beneficiaries can now
book the cylinders since the
facility came into force on
Tuesday. 

The amount, ₹876 exclud-
ing the Central subsidy of
₹25, spent for the cylinder
will be credited to the per-
sonal account of all the bene-
ficiaries in just 48 hours. 

AP to launch free gas cylinder
scheme from tomorrow 

Our Bureau
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